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INTRODUCTION

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is widely recognised as a reliable means of assessing 
the language ability of candidates who need to study or work where English is the language of communication. The 
test is recognised around the world by universities, colleges and enterprises. These Practice Tests are designed to 
give future IELTS candidates an idea of whether their English is at the required level.

IELTS consists of six components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking tests. There is a choice of 
Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is taking the Academic or General Training module.

The test components are taken in the following order:

What is the test format?

Academic

For candidates wishing to study at 
undergraduate levels, and for those seeking 
professional registration.

General Training

For candidates wishing to migrate to an English-
speaking country (Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to train or 
study at below degree level.

Listening
4 sections, 40 items

approximately 30 minutes

Speaking
11 to 14 minutes

Total Test Time
2 hours 44 minutes

Academic Reading
3 sections, 40 items

60 minutes

Academic Writing 
2 tasks

60 minutes

or

or

General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 items

60 minutes

General Training Writing
2 tasks

60 minutes

iv
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All IELTS scores are between 0 and 9. You can also get .5 scores as well (for example, 6.5 or 7.5). You will get a 
band score for each skill (listening, reading, writing and speaking) and also an overview band score. The overall 
band score is the average score of all the skills. See the table below as an example.

IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language ability, IELTS provides 
a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores 
are also reported on a nine-band scale. All scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the 
candidate’s nationality, first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive 
statement which gives a summary of the English language ability of a candidate classified at that level. The nine 
bands and their descriptive statements are as follows:

9 Expert User – Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete 
understanding.

8 Very Good User – Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic 
inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed 
argumentation well.

7 Good User – Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies, inappropriacies 
and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles complex language well and understands detailed 
reasoning.

6 Competent User – Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies, inappropriacies 
and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.

5 Modest User – Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most situations, though is 
likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.

4 Limited User – Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in understanding and 
expression. Is not able to use complex language. 

3 Extremely Limited User – Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent 
breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittent User – No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using isolated words 
or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and 
written English.

1 Non User – Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words.

0 Did not attempt the test – No assessable information provided.

Listening and Reading Band Scores 
Your listening and reading scores are calculated by the number of correct answers you have out of the 40 questions 
in the test. You do not lose points for incorrect answers.

• If your overall score is an average of 6.25, your score will be increased to 6.5.

• If your overall score is an average of 6.75, your score will be increased to 7.

• If your overall score is 6.1, your score will go down to 6.

• Your score is rounded up or down to the nearest 0.5 or whole score as shown above.

How the IELTS Band Scores are Calculated 

How is IELTS scored? 

Listening

8 7.5 7 7.5 7.5

Reading Writing Speaking Overall

v
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IELTS Listening Scores

IELTS Reading Scores (ACADEMIC)

IELTS Reading Scores (GENERAL)

Correct Answers

39 – 40

37 – 38

35 – 36

32 – 34

30 – 31

26 – 29

23 – 25
18 – 22

16 – 17

13 – 15

11 – 12

9

8.5

8

7.5

7

6.5

6
5.5

5

4.5

4

Band Scores

Correct Answers

40 – 39
38 – 37
36 – 35
34 – 33
32 – 30
29 – 27
26 – 23
22 – 19
18 – 15
14 – 13
12 – 10

9 – 8
7 – 6
5 – 4

9
8.5
8

7.5
7

6.5

6
5.5
5

4.5
4

3.5
3

2.5

Band Scores

Correct Answers

40
39

37 – 38
36

34 – 35
32 – 33
30 – 31
27 – 29
23 – 26
19 – 22
15 – 18
12 – 14
9 – 11
6 – 8

9
8.5
8

7.5
7

6.5

6
5.5
5

4.5
4

3.5
3

2.5

Band Scores
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IELTS Writing Assessment Criteria 

IELTS Speaking Assessment Criteria

IELTS and the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages)

IELTS Band Scores

9
8.5
8

7.5
7

6.5
6

5.5
5

4.5
4

C2
C2

C1+
C1
C1

B2+

B2
B1+
B1
B1

A2+

CEFR Band Scores

Both Writing Task 1 and Task 2 are assessed using 4 criteria.

Below are the marking criteria for IELTS speaking.

Task Achievement (Task 1)

Fluency

Presenting accurate information
Providing an overview
Highlighting key features / stages
Supporting detail with data

Talking at length
Talking without pauses or hesitations
Talking without self – correction
Able to be understood 
Using linking devices

Addressing the task (answering the questions)
Giving relevant main points which are supported & developed 
Giving a clear position (starting an opinion when asked)
Providing a conclusion

Using a range of words & paraphrasing
Using collocations
Using less common vocabulary
Avoiding errors

Organizing information / ideas into paragraphs
Having one central idea in each paragraph (T2)
Using a range of linking devices

Using a range of sentence structures
Using a range of grammar tenses
Avoiding errors

Using a range of words & paraphrasing
Using collocations 
Spelling
Avoid errors

Able to be understood throughout the test
Able to use intonation
Accent does not affect understanding
Accurate word and sound pronunciation

Using a range of sentence structures
Using a range of grammar tenses 
Punctuation 
Avoiding errors

Task Response (Task 2)

Lexical Resource 

Coherence and Cohesion

Grammar Range & Accuracy

Lexical Resource

Pronunciation

Grammar Range & Accuracy

vii
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1
Climate Change

Warm up

Listening Section 

1 Explain what each of the following    
 words/phrases means.
 e.g. Precipitation refers to all kinds of      

 moisture (rain, snow, hail, mist etc).

 a. precipitation
 b. fossil fuel
 c. greenhouse gases
 d. methane
 e. adaptation
 f. mitigation
 g. carbon footprint

 h. renewable resources

2 Discuss.

 Is climate change a positive or a negative thing?
 Is global warming a threat?
 Are humans responsible for the greenhouse effect?

In order to hone your listening skills, you have 
to start watching videos online or films from an 
early age.
•
When listening to the IELTS recordings, pay 
attention to specific words•usually unfamiliar 
ones•as it is these that many (tricky) questions 
are based on.

Exam Corner

Before listening

1 What will the call be about?
 a. a talk about climate change in general
 b. a clarification of a report published
 c. an argument over climate change
 d. a disagreement on how to use data

2 What is the relationship of weather to   
  climate?
 a. Weather is not related to climate.
 b. Climate and weather are separate.
 c. Weather and climate are related but     
  different.
 d. Climate and weather are independent    
   from each other.

3 What would describe the nature of    
 weather best?
 a. an independent event that does not affect climate
 b. an effect the climate has on the atmosphere
 c. a part of the atmosphere that affects climate
 d. a part of the atmosphere that doesn’t affect climate

6
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1Listening  

Questions 1-10
Complete the form below.
Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

REPORTER’S NOTES
Example   Answer

Reporter’s name:  Emily Katniss

Reason for interview:  An article published on 1  _________ .

Notes on interview:  Since the 2  _________ is more extreme, the 3  _________ isn’t changing. There are many 
     4 _________ that are facing problems. The problem is a 5 _________claim.
Temperature
of the oceans:  It has been 6  _________ for years.

Weather:  It has become 7  _________ as well. Hot and cold 8  _________.

Climate change
deniers:   The data are 9 _________ in the report. There isn’t any 10  _________ that the world
     works as independent events.

Vocabulary 

1 Complete the sentences with the correct word (a, b, c, or d).

1 The _________ is getting warmer every year.

 a. weather
 b. climate
 c. temperature
 d. season

2  It is hard to _________ his story without any proof.

 a. disprove
 b. disapprove
 c. approve
 d. provide

3  His claim is quite _________ and not well thought out.

 a. noteworthy
 b. trivial 
 c. pedestrian
 d. easy

4  What are your thoughts ________about this subject? 

 a. generally
 b. overall
 c. simply
 d. broadly

5  The_________ on this matter very clearly point to the
 opposite conclusion.

 a. points
 b. evidence
 c. collection
 d. data

2 Fill the blanks with the correct word(s) from the list. There is one you do not need to use.

fundamentally     stir     pointing     misrepresenting     on edge     pedestrian 

a. Your report is  _________ the facts. I don’t think you are describing them correctly at all.
b. This is a(n)  _________ claim. People are going to be quite upset about it.
c. You are going to cause a  _________ with this report. At least people will have a conversation about it.
d. I think you need to tone the language down. It’s putting me  _________.
e. Your idea is  _________ untrue, and you know it. You need to rethink from the beginning.

7
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The Earth’s climate has changed throughout history. In the last 
700,000 years, there have been seven cycles of glacial advance 
and retreat, with the abrupt end of the last ice age about 7,000 
years ago marking the beginning of the modern climate era. 
Most of these climate changes can be put down to very small 
variations in Earth’s orbit that alter the amount of solar energy 
our planet receives. The current warming trend is of particular 
import because most of it is likely to be the result of human 
activity, and it has been proceeding at an unprecedented rate 
over millennia.

Satellites skirting Earth’s orbit, and other technological advances 
have enabled scientists to collect various types of information 
about our planet and its climate on a global scale. This body 
of data, collected over many years, reveals the signals of a 
changing climate. The heat-trapping nature of carbon dioxide 
and other gases was demonstrated in the mid-19th century. 
Their ability to affect the transfer of infrared energy through the 
atmosphere is the scientific basis of many instruments flown by 
NASA. Unquestionably, increased levels of greenhouse gases 
are bound to bring on global warming.

Ice cores drawn from Greenland, Antarctica, and tropical 
mountain glaciers reveal that the Earth’s climate responds to 
spikes or drops in greenhouse gas levels. Ancient evidence can 
also be found in ocean sediments, coral reefs, and layers of 
sedimentary rocks. It reveals that current warming is occurring 
roughly ten times faster than the average rate of ice-age-
recovery warming. The planet’s average surface temperature 
has risen by about 1.1 degrees Celsius since the late 19th 
century, a change largely due to increased carbon dioxide and 
other human-made emissions into the atmosphere. Most of 
the warming occurred in the past 35 years, with 16 of the 17 
warmest years on record occurring since 2001.   

The oceans have absorbed much of this increased heat, with the 
top 700 metres (about 2,300 feet) of ocean showing warming 
of 0.302 degrees Fahrenheit since 1969. The Greenland and 
Antarctic ice sheets have decreased in mass. Data from NASA’s 
Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment show Greenland lost 
150 to 250 cubic kilometres (36 to 60 cubic miles) of ice per 
year between 2002 and 2006, while Antarctica lost about 152 
cubic kilometres (36 cubic miles) of ice between 2002 and 
2005. Glaciers are retreating almost everywhere the world over—
including the Alps, Himalayas, Andes, Rockies, Alaska, and 
Africa.

Satellite observations show that the amount of spring snow 

1

1 You are going to read a passage 
 about climate change. 
 Before you read, ponder and discuss the   
 following questions.

a. What are the causes of climate change?
b. Is climate change as black as it’s painted?
c.  Is climate change of recent vintage?

2 By skimming the passage, can you make an  
 educated guess as to which is the author’s  
 purpose?

a. to point out that the Earth’s climate is changing,   
 regardless of human intervention
b. to show that human intervention plays an 
 important role in our planet’s climate

Spend no more than 20 minutes on 
this section.
The passages in Section 1 provide 
more description and information.
Do NOT attempt to answer the 
questions unless you have read 
the whole text first.
Try to guess the meaning of some 
words in the text from the context.
Skim and scan the text every time 
you want to answer a question. Do 
NOT rely on what you remember!

Exam Corner

Climate change:
a recent trend?

8
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1Reading

cover in the Northern Hemisphere has decreased over the 
past five decades and that the snow is melting earlier. Global 
sea level rose about 8 inches in the last century. The rate in 
the last two decades, however, is nearly double that of the 
last century. The number of record-high temperature events 
in the United States has been on the increase, whereas the 
number of record-low temperature events has been dropping 
since 1950. The U.S. has also witnessed increasing amounts 
of intense rainfall. 

This is the big picture. Yet, it seems that specific countries have 
played a more serious role in the aforementioned condition. For 
instance, Australia’s healthcare system is contributing more 
than 7% of the nation’s carbon footprint, with hospitals and 
pharmaceutical companies forming the bulk of health-related 
emissions. It was found that the carbon footprint attributed to 
healthcare was 7% of Australia’s total; that is, much akin to the 
entire carbon emissions associated with the activities of 7% of 
Australians. This represented 35,772 kilotonnes of Australia’s 
494,930 kilotonnes of carbon emissions in 2014-15. The study 
found that hospitals and the pharmaceutical industry were 
jointly responsible for two-thirds of the healthcare carbon 
footprint.

The co-author of the study, Dr Forbes McGain, an anaesthetist, 

said anaesthetic gases were a significant contributor to 
hospital carbon emissions. That is why physicians were 
required to use general anaesthetic alternatives to gases, such 
as intravenous drugs. The anaesthetic gases pumped into the 
atmosphere have a very high global warming potential. The 
gases desflurane and nitrous oxide, known as laughing gas, 
are especially inimical to the environment. Intravenous drugs 
or less potent gases could be used instead.

Public health researchers Professor Peng Bi and Dr. Alana 
Hansen from the University of Adelaide wrote that  reducing the 
number of patients attending hospitals would also curb carbon 
emissions. General practitioners would be essential to this by 
detecting disease early and promoting disease prevention 
measures. These efforts to encourage healthy lifestyles will 
assist in reducing the need for access to healthcare. What 
is promising is that many states have committed themselves 
to becoming carbon-neutral by 2050. Achieving emission 
reductions in healthcare will be a massive effort requiring 
support and funding at the federal level. Climate change is a 
health problem, and the health sector should be leading the 
way in addressing it.

Questions 1-6

Questions 7-9

Do the following statements agree with the 
information in the reading passage?

Write

TRUE   if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE   if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1 The number of patients hospitalised can determine 
 the amount of carbon emitted. 
2 Snow in both hemispheres is melting. 
3 Climate change is shown to be affected by fluctuations
 in greenhouse gas levels.  
4 Climate change has been dealt with at a political level. 
5 Earth’s orbit is not linked to climate change. 
6 Earth’s temperature has been lower since 2001. 

Questions 10-13
Answer the questions below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage
for each answer.

10 How can carbon dioxide be characterised?

11 What have Professor Peng Bi and Dr. Alana Hansen   
 suggested? 

12 What effect do two specific gases have on the
 environment? 

13 What have many states promised to become?

Do the following statements agree with the
information in the reading passage?

Complete the form below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the
passage for each answer.

SATELLITE OBSERVATIONS

FINDINGS: Spring 7 ___________________________

   It has decreased since 
   the late 8 ___________________________

   Over the last 100 years, 
   sea levels have 9_____________________

 harmful: (p7) _________

 increases (n): (p3) _______

 going around: (p2) _______

reduce: (p8) _______

deposits (n): (p3) _______

3 Scan the passage to find words/phrases
 synonymous with the ones given below:

 Column A   Column B

 A. inimical    1. magnitude
 B. put down to   2. significance
 C. potent   3. similar to
 D. import    4. ascribe
 E. akin to    5. harmful
 F. bulk   6. powerful

4 In order to achieve a high score in the Academic  
 IELTS exam, your style needs to be formal. 
 Match Column A (with words/phrases found in 
 the text) with Column B (with their formal or 
 informal counterparts). Write F for Formal and I 
 for Informal.

9

TO
W

ER
 B

R
ID

G
E B

O
O

K
S

SA
M

P
LE



Vocabulary - Speaking1
 

 a. Ecosystem/Atmosphere is a mixture of gases,   
  such as carbon dioxide and oxygen, that encircles  
  the Earth.
 b. Adaptation/Carbon footprint is the total amount  
  of greenhouse gases released by an individual,  
  family, building, or organisation per year. 
 c.  Pollutant/Allergen is a substance that   
  contaminates the air or water. 
 d. Global Climate/Climate Change is the average  
  climate of the entire planet.
 e.  Desertification/Climate variability is the   
  degradation of land.

1 Choose the correct answer.

a.   __________________ is an urban area 
 characterised by temperatures higher than the 
 surrounding non-urban areas.

b.  __________________ is a chunk of ice removed 
 from a glacier.

c. __________________ are particles in the 
 atmosphere that can absorb or reflect sunlight.

d.  __________________ are chemical compounds 
 that help form ozone.

e.  __________________ is the increase in volume 
 resulting from warming water.

2 Fill in the gaps with the words/phrases
 provided below.

i. Aerosols   ii. Heat island   iii. Ice core 
iv. Ozone precursors    v. Thermal expansion

3 Scan the passage to find any vocabulary
 items related to Climate Change.

a. Is climate change linked to _________?
 A ill-health             B the natural world

b. According to experts, _________ will be of frequent 
 occurrence in the summer. 
 A conflicts             B heatwaves

c.  _________ is a major factor in climate change.

 A Reforestation            B Illegal logging

d. It is imperative that _________ be used. 
 A energy-efficient lightbulbs    B community projects

e.  We have to find a way to _________ global warming.
 A sustain             B combat

4 Choose the correct answer (A or B) to fill in
 the gaps.

Vocabulary and Useful Expressions

Pay attention to the questions, and prepare to 
answer with clarity.
You are assessed on the language you use, 
NOT your views.
Use advanced vocabulary and expressions/
idioms to give your speech a more native-like 
hue. 
In this part, you are supposed to answer 
personal questions, or questions related to 
everyday issues/problems.
Be truthful as trying to make up stories that 
do not square with reality can and will make 
demands on your performance.

Exam Corner

a. I am working in the private sector for quite a few years. 
b. What is your job? 
c. I regard Greece/Italy/Japan to be a country with a lot/(very) few opportunities. 
d. There are not enough job perspectives in my hometown. 
e. I keep in touch with current affairs.

1 Spot the mistake and correct it

10
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Vocabulary - Speaking 1
 

Questions 

Using more advanced vocabulary

a. A few years ago, I used to…
b. After I graduated from high school, I was in the habit of…
c. Looking back on the past, I realise that…
d. My aunt/uncle would always…
e. In the past, books used to…

2 Complete the following sentences, so that they make sense for you.

a. I think it is hard to make friends nowadays.

b.  Some people are interested in building and maintaining trust in their relationships.

c.  I suppose all problems stem from our childhood.

d.  Certainly, most people need to be loved and accepted.

e.  I don’t change my mind easily.

1 What was the first hobby/sport you took up, and why?
2 How long have you been learning English/French…?
3 What used to make you happy when you were a child? What makes you happy now?
4 What would you rather have learnt when you were a student?

3 Replace the words/phrases in italics with those in bold given below. Make the necessary changes.

4 Match the words/phrases in bold italics with the topics below. Look up any unfamiliar items in
 the dictionary.

gather/be of the conviction that/beyond a shadow of a doubt /be set in one’s ways/place a high premium on

tertiary education / hanker after the impossible / I am a daredevil / there is a meeting of minds / I am partial to whodunits/ 
I aspire to become a doctor / prop up the bar / I am hell bent on achieving my goals / we don’t see eye to eye

FAMILY    EDUCATION     HOBBIES  
                  

FRIENDS   LIKES/DISLIKES     ASPIRATIONS

11
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Writing1

Northern IrelandScotlandWalesEngland

Female unemployment rates in the four countries of the UK

6.8%
6.5%

6.1% 5.6%

4.6%

6.7%

5.4%
5.0%

2013 2014

1 Look at the following double-bar graph below.
 Then read its description, filling in the gaps with
 the words/phrases provided below.

4 When describing graphs, you should make sure 
 you do NOT make grammatical mistakes. 
 For example, the verbs ‘increase’ and ‘decrease’, 
 when referring to trends, cannot be used in the
 passive voice. Read the following sentences 
 and decide whether they are grammatically 
 correct (C) or incorrect (I).

2 Which TWO of the following statements (1-4) are 
 suitable for a graph description, in terms of tense 
 use?
 Write S for suitable or U for unsuitable.

3 Read the description above again and
 underline the main trends. 
 Write I for increase, D for decrease,
 F for fluctuation, and P for plateau.

 The graph shows female unemployment rates in the
  whole United Kingdom in 2013 and 2014.

evident / fell / slight / illustrates / dropped /
 throughout / increasing / greatest

a. The temperature was increased, as we moved to the 
 south. 
b. Salaries increased by 15% last year. 
c. The volume is gradually decreased by means of this 
remote control. 
d. Crime rates have fortunately been decreased over the 
 last decade. 
e. The percentage of people on the dole increased last 
 year. 

The double-bar graph 1  _________ the unemployment rates among women in the United Kingdom in 2013 and 2014. There has 
been a 2  _________decrease in female unemployment rates from 2013 to 2014, except in Scotland.

In 2013, 5.6% of women in Northern Ireland were unemployed. As is 3_________, Wales is the only place with the smallest 
percentage of unemployed women (5.4%). In Northern Ireland, the percentage 4_________ to 4.6% and in Wales it 
5 _________ to 5%.

England had the 6_________ percentage of unemployed women in 2013, with 6.8%. Yet, this decreased by 0.3% in 
2014. Finally, Scotland was the only place that had an 7_________ percentage of unemployed women. In 2013, it had 
6.1% of women out of work. This increased to 6.7% in 2014, making it the area with the highest female unemployment rate 
8 _________ the UK.

NOTE: When describing diagrams, we tend to use Present Simple or Continuous in the opening paragraph. However, 
when referring to the past, we use Past Simple or Continuous. 

a. The graph above showed female unemployment
 back in 2013 and 2014. 
b. In 2014, unemployment rates have been decreasing. 
c. Wales features the smallest percentage
 of unemployed women. 
d. In 2013, 6.1% of women were jobless. 

e.g. There has been a slight decrease in female 
unemployment rates from 2013 to 2014. D

Wales is the only place with the smallest percentage of 
unemployed women (5.4%) 
In Northern Ireland, the percentage dropped/fell to 4.6% 
and in Wales it fell/dropped to 5%. 
Scotland was the only place that had an increasing 
percentage of unemployed women.
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Writing 1Writing 1

When analysing a graph, we need to have a wide array of synonyms at our disposal to avoid repetition. Thus, we 
can use nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs that express any one of the above-mentioned trends. Consider the 
following table:

INCREASE DECREASE FLUCTUATION   PLATEAU
increase (v) decrease (v) fluctuate (v)   plateau (out) (v)
increase (n) decrease (n) on the wax and wane (exp.)  remain steady (phr.)
rise (v/n)  drop (v/n)     stay the same (phr.)
skyrocket (v) decline (v/n)     level out (phr.)
soar (high) (v) fall (v/n)
go up (v) go down (v)
peak (v/n) plummet (v)
upswing (n) dwindle (v)
    plunge (v)

ADDITIONAL PHRASES
display an upward trend (= increase)
display a downward trend (= decrease)

ADJECTIVES/ADVERBS
a sharp/steep/marked/significant/dramatic/moderate/slight/small
/enormous/huge/rapid increase/rise/drop increase/rise/drop/fall sharply/steeply/markedly/significantly/dramatically/mod-
erately/slightly/enormously/greatly/rapidly 
fluctuate wildly
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6 Write your answer to the Task in at least 150 words.

Spend no more than 20 minutes on this 
task.
Study the diagram carefully. Identify 
the main trends (increase, decrease, 
fluctuation, plateau).
Always identify the graph. Is it a bar graph, 
a flow chart, a pie chart, and so on?

When describing a graph, you must focus 
on the information provided, and avoid 
making any inferences based on ‘gut 
feeling’. However, since there is a wealth of 
information, you cannot include everything. 
All you have to do is pinpoint the main 
trends, and gloss over the rest. The main 
trends identified in any diagram or graph 
are the following:

increase
decrease
fluctuation
plateau 

Exam Corner
The graph below gives information from a 2008 report about 
consumption of energy in the USA since 1980 with projections 
until 2030.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main 
features, and make comparisons where relevant. 

Writing Task 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this Task.

5 Look at Writing Task 1. Write a report for a university lecturer, describing the information
 in the graph below.
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